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2. The Situation in 1925.

24. It is ,easy to be 'wise after the event, and we do not mean
to :suggest that there was no foundation for the cautious 
optimism ,prevalent in 1925. But it is quite clear to us 
now, with our knowledge of what has happened since, that 
whatever temporary improvements in the situation may 
have been effected, the rGot of the problem remained un·· 
touched. The dominant force in the mind of educated Arabs 
was the spirit of Arab nationalism. It had been intensified, as 
has been seen, by the events of the War, and it had not in any 
degree been weakened by anything that had happened after it. 
The clearest demonstration of this was the definite, logical and 
unwavering attitude of the Arab Executive to the proposal t<i· 
establish a Legislative Council. The first communication 
addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. 
Churchill) by the delegation which the Executive sent to London 
at the beginning of r922 opened with the following statement:--

" Whilst the position in Palestine is, as it stands to-day, with the 
British Government holding authority by an occupying force, and 
using that authority to impose upon the people against their wishes 
a great immigration of alien Jews, many of them of a Bolshevik revo· 
lutionary type, no constitution which would fall short of giving the 
People of Palestine full contrnl of their own affairs could be acceptable. 

" If the British Government would revise their present policy in 
Palestine, end the Zionist con-dominiwm, put a stop to all alien immi
gration and grant the People of Palestine-who by Right and 
Experience are the best judges of what is good and bad for their 
country-Executive and Legislative powers, the terms of a constitll· 
tion could be discussed in a different atmosphere. If to-day the 
People of Palestine assented to any constitution which fell short of 
giving them full control of their own affairs they would be in the 
position of agreeing to an instrument of Government which might, and 
probably would, be used to smother their national life under a flood 
of alien immigration." 

Palestine Royal Commission [Peel Commission]. The Palestine 
Royal Commission Report. London: H.M. Stationary Office, July 1937 
(Part I, Chapter III, pp. 56-62).


















